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Together, the United States and 

India represent over one-fifth of the 
world’s population and share long-term 
strategic imperatives in the areas of 
energy efficiency and environmental 
sustainability, social and economic de-
velopment, and regional and global se-
curity that are rooted in our shared 
commitment to democratic ideals. 
President Obama has aptly referred to 
this relationship as the ‘‘defining part-
nership of the 21st century.’’ As the 
United States pursues greater clean en-
ergy production and sustainable manu-
facturing here at home, we can and 
should take advantage of opportunities 
to further collaborate on techno-
logically advanced clean energy solu-
tions. 

Together, we can leverage both 
American and Indian assets to address 
the challenges both our countries face 
in job creation, social mobility, and 
clean energy. Prime Minister Modi has 
also emphasized the importance of sus-
tainable growth and ensuring that di-
versified, environmentally conscious 
energy sources are made accessible to 
all Indians. I am encouraged by Prime 
Minister Modi’s commitment to eco-
nomic and social policies that not only 
invest in infrastructure but that also 
develop India’s human capacity. With 
half of its population under the age of 
25 and a recent election that saw a 66- 
percent voter turnout, it is clear that 
India is set to harness the potential of 
its most valuable resource—its young 
people. 

In order to compete in a global econ-
omy, the United States and India must 
both expand opportunities for youth 
education and employment. By engag-
ing private sector actors in our mutual 
development goals, I believe together 
we can address these challenges and 
turn them into opportunities for co-
operation. 

As this partnership continues to 
grow, so will the benefits for both of 
our countries and for New Jersey. The 
Indian American population in New 
Jersey has grown by 73 percent in the 
past decade, and many Indian Ameri-
cans serve our state as industry and 
community leaders. New Jersey is the 
No. 1 benefactor of Indian investment 
in job creation, with approximately 
9,278 jobs and over $1 billion in invest-
ment in a variety of sectors from 
telecom and technology to healthcare 
and manufacturing. 

As the Senate adjourns for the sum-
mer recess, I do not want to miss the 
opportunity to highlight India Day, 
which will be observed next week. India 
Day celebrates the rich history and 
legacy of India’s contributions to com-
munities across the United States. 

On August 10, I will have the distinct 
honor and privilege to welcome Ambas-
sador Singh to New Jersey. I look for-
ward to working with Ambassador 
Singh as we partner together to foster 
investment opportunities, create col-
laborations between our world-re-
nowned higher education institutions, 
and cultivate platforms to facilitate 

volunteerism and giving. I look for-
ward to fostering the continued growth 
of the strong relationship between New 
Jersey and India.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING SARAH ANDERSON 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, it is 
with great sadness that I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the ex-
traordinary life of Sarah Anderson, a 
beloved mother, wife, daughter, sister, 
friend, colleague, and passionate advo-
cate for improving the health and lives 
of people throughout our country. 
Sarah passed away on July 28, 2015, at 
the age of 49. 

I met Sarah when she came to work 
on my first campaign for the U.S. Sen-
ate. At the time, this impressive young 
Fort Collins, CO native was just a few 
years into her political career, having 
moved to Washington, DC, to work for 
Senator Tim Wirth right after grad-
uating from the University of Colo-
rado. 

Sarah was passionate about helping 
to elect women, and she wanted to be 
part of what turned out to be an his-
toric 1992 election. With her wit, intel-
ligence, talent, dedication, sense of 
humor, and ever-present twinkle in her 
piercing blue eyes, it was immediately 
clear to all of us that Sarah was spe-
cial. 

However, one young campaign staff 
member named Matt Kagan seemed to 
notice all of Sarah’s unique gifts even 
more than anyone else. While working 
20-hour days on our campaign, Sarah 
and Matt somehow managed to find 
time to fall in love. At the time, I 
would sometimes joke that while I was 
falling in the polls, they were falling in 
love. But the truth is, Matt and 
Sarah’s beautiful marriage and son 
were among the most important re-
sults of that first campaign. Sarah and 
Matt always shared a fierce commit-
ment to making the world a better 
place. 

For more than 25 years, Sarah 
worked tirelessly for the causes she be-
lieved in—whether it was protecting 
the environment at the Sierra Club and 
the League of Conservation Voters; 
serving the people of Oregon and Cali-
fornia as press secretary to Congress-
woman Elizabeth Furse and Congress-
woman LORETTA SANCHEZ; or helping to 
prevent and stop pandemics as an As-
sistant Dean at UCLA’s School of Pub-
lic Health for nearly a decade. 

Sarah and Matt always managed to 
fill their homes—first in DC and then 
in California—with love, laughter, good 
conversation, and great food. But their 
most important addition happened 10 
years ago when they joyfully welcomed 
their son, Spencer, into their lives. 
Whenever Spencer’s name was men-
tioned, Sarah’s face always lit up with 
such pride and love, and there are no 
words to express how sorry I am for 
Spencer and Matt’s loss. I also want to 
extend my deepest condolences to 
Sarah’s entire family, especially her 
mother and stepfather, Sue and Ed 

Sparling; her sister, Jennifer Enright; 
and stepbrothers, Erik and Bret Spar-
ling. 

Sarah, Matt, and Spencer will always 
be part of our extended family of Boxer 
staff members, all of whom join me 
today in mourning Sarah’s loss and 
celebrating her amazing legacy, which 
will always live on in the causes she 
championed, the friendships she forged, 
and the family she loved and lived for.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING VICE ADMIRAL 
THOMAS R. WESCHLER 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the service of a fellow Penn-
sylvanian, VADM Thomas R. Weschler, 
Retired, who served this country val-
iantly for 31⁄2 decades. Vice Admiral 
Weschler is one of the highest ranking 
Naval officers to come from Erie, PA, 
and I am profoundly grateful for his 
service to our Nation. 

Admiral Weschler began his service 
in 1940, following his graduation from 
the United States Naval Academy in 
1939. He served on the USS WASP, CV– 
7, in World War II, seeing combat in 
both the Mediterranean and the Pa-
cific, including the invasion of Guadal-
canal, and was onboard when the 
WASP was torpedoed by a Japanese 
submarine. 

Admiral Weschler would then go on 
to command the USS CLARENCE K. 
BRONSON in action during the Korean 
war. During the Vietnam war, he com-
manded amphibious operations against 
Viet Cong forces in 1965 to 1966, during 
which time he was awarded the Legion 
of Merit. In 1966, Admiral Weschler be-
came Commander Naval Support Ac-
tivity, Danang Republic of Vietnam, 
and was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal. Following his service in 
Vietnam, he was awarded a Gold Star 
for his accomplishments in pioneering 
and developing the Spruance Class de-
stroyer and the Virginia Class cruiser. 

In 1970, Vice Admiral Weschler as-
sumed command of Cruiser-Destroyer 
Flotilla TWO, and in 1971 he became 
Commander Cruiser-Destroyer Force, 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet. For both of these 
tours he was awarded a Gold Star. In 
1973, he was selected for promotion to 
vice admiral and reported to Wash-
ington for duty as Director for Logis-
tics, Joint Staff, Office of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. Vice Admiral Weschler 
retired on June 30, 1975 as a three-star 
vice admiral following more than 34 
years of service in the U.S. Navy. 

After his retirement from the Navy, 
he continued his service as a professor 
of Naval Operations at the United 
States War College, Newport, RI, for 
more than a decade. 

On August 28 and 29, 2015, Vice Admi-
ral Weschler will be honored for his 
service at the opening of the Hagen 
History Center in Erie, PA, where the 
Military Gallery will also be dedicated 
in his honor. I am proud to share in the 
celebration of Vice Admiral Weschler’s 
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career, his meritorious conduct, his ex-
traordinary leadership, and his distin-
guished and unwavering service to this 
great Nation. I extend my sincerest 
gratitude to Vice Admiral Weschler, a 
native son of Erie, PA, whom we are 
proud to call one of our own, and wish 
him and his family all the best in their 
future endeavors.∑ 

f 

HURRICANE KATRINA 

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, 10 
years ago, Hurricane Katrina came 
ashore on the Mississippi gulf coast 
with devastating force, inflicting bil-
lions of dollars in property and per-
sonal damages. It was amazing that 
more were not killed. 

The tragic loss of life and horrible 
property destruction shocked us all. 
Our recovery has required enormous 
dedication and determination, and 
thousands of Mississippians rose to 
that challenge. 

In the days, months, and years after 
the storm, Mississippians pitched in to 
help neighbors and strangers alike. The 
dedication and sacrifice of the Coast 
Guard, the National Guard and other 
first responders saved lives and helped 
enable the large-scale rebuilding that 
would follow. The resilience and hard 
work of the people, as well as the out-
pouring of church and volunteer work-
ers from across the State and Nation, 
made recovery possible. 

Over the past decade, State, local, 
and Federal elected officials have also 
aggressively promoted and assisted in 
the gulf coast’s recovery. But our re-
covery is not yet complete. 

While the serious problems exposed 
by the Katrina recovery effort have 
been used to improve our national re-
sponse to emergencies and natural dis-
asters, work remains to be done to en-
sure a full recovery in Mississippi and 
along the gulf coast. Unsustainable in-
surance practices and overbearing Fed-
eral regulations continue to hamper re-
covery and economic development ef-
forts. 

Those challenges, however, cannot 
diminish the pride I have in the people 
of Mississippi for exemplifying the 
strength, vision, and resilience nec-
essary to ensure the cultural and eco-
nomic vitality of our State. 

This August, we commemorate the 
decade since Hurricane Katrina 
claimed lives and left indelible marks 
on our State. Mr. President, 10 years 
after Katrina, I remain confident that 
we will continue to work together to 
rebuild Mississippi and to advocate for 
commonsense policies and intelligent 
investments that will ensure the con-
tinued vitality of the Gulf Coast.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM P. GARDNER 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, as I have 
served Montana’s veterans and mili-
tary members in Congress, I continue 
to be amazed and humbled by the in-
credible stories of Montanans fighting 
for our country in all corners of the 

world. Montana is home to more vet-
erans per capita than almost any other 
State in the Nation, and tribal mem-
bers enroll in the military at a higher 
rate than any other minority. I wish to 
recognize one of America’s heroes who 
exemplifies the best of Montana, who is 
also an enrolled Crow tribal member: 
William P. ‘‘Butch’’ Gardner. 

Mr. Gardner served our country dur-
ing the Vietnam war. This brave gen-
tleman selflessly served for a number 
of years during the conflict before he 
was honorably discharged. Mr. Gard-
ner’s commitment to service did not 
stop when he took off the uniform; in 
his community, he and a handful of 
other veterans serve as the color guard 
on the Crow Reservation. He continues 
to serve in the honor guard despite los-
ing his leg to an amputation 2 years 
ago. His peers describe Mr. Gardner as 
the backbone to the color guard. 

Montanans are proud of our diverse 
heritage, and it is truly an honor to 
celebrate an individual who so humbly 
embody the spirit of patriotism.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING 
MONTANA TEENS 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the work of the impressive 
Montana teens who attended the Fam-
ily, Career and Community Leaders of 
America, FCCLA, STAR Event in 
Washington, DC. This group of young 
men and women made our State proud 
at their national conference, and 
brought home a combined 31 gold med-
als, 26 silver medals, and 3 bronze med-
als. 

Some of the standouts in the Mon-
tana FCCLA that I would like to recog-
nize are Garrett Christiaens of Valier, 
MT, who was just made the new na-
tional vice president of programs, and 
Mariah Pierce, Katlyn Gillen, and 
Loren Minnick—three Park High 
School students who not only took 
first place at the FCCLA State com-
petition, but also went on to win gold 
medals at the national level. 

The Montana FCCLA has approxi-
mately 70 chapters across the State, 
and is part of the Family and Con-
sumer Sciences curriculum offered in 
over 100 of Montana’s high schools. 
Members of these chapters actively 
work to make a difference in their fam-
ilies, careers, and communities. I had 
the opportunity to meet a group of 
these students last month during their 
national conference, and I was im-
pressed by their work ethic and dedica-
tion to those around them. Their suc-
cess at the National Leadership Con-
ference affirms that they are indeed 
making a difference and demonstrates 
how Montana students can effectively 
rise to meet both local and national 
challenges.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 95TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WOMEN’S EQUALITY 
DAY 

∑ Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
rise today to speak in recognition of 

the 95th anniversary of the passage of 
the 19th Amendment of the U.S. Con-
stitution, granting voting rights for 
women. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in marking August 26, known as Wom-
en’s Equality Day, a significant land-
mark in American history as we ac-
knowledge, honor, and celebrate the 
vast and vital contributions that 
women have made to our country. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia 
Mott, and other dedicated supporters 
for women’s equality convened the 
First Women’s Rights Convention on 
July 1848 in Seneca Falls, NY. They ad-
vocated for the right to own property, 
protection from domestic violence, and 
other social reforms that promoted 
equality, including voting, and never 
wavered in that pursuit. Stanton wrote 
a Declaration of Sentiments that 
called for ‘‘all men and women’’ to be 
recognized as created equal under the 
law, thus beginning the 72-year strug-
gle for suffrage that ended in 1920. 

Mr. President, 2015 is the bicenten-
nial year for Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
who was born November 12, 1815, in 
Johnstown, NY. Celebrations of her ex-
traordinary life are taking place 
throughout the year. Stanton met 
Susan B. Anthony in 1851, and they 
began a 50-year partnership advocating 
for suffrage and women’s equality; 
however, both women did not live to 
see the passage of the 19th Amend-
ment. As the mother of seven children, 
Mrs. Stanton can be proud of the leg-
acy she left to her descendants, one of 
whom is today spearheading a com-
mittee tasked with placing a new stat-
ue of these two amazing leaders in New 
York. They gave a voice to millions of 
women and changed history forever fol-
lowing Anthony’s vow that ‘‘failure is 
impossible.’’ 

A unique crossroad of history resides 
at 77th and Central Park West in New 
York City with statues of two U.S. 
Presidents, Theodore Roosevelt astride 
a horse outside the American Museum 
of Natural History and Abraham Lin-
coln who stands on the steps of the 
New-York Historical Society. Near 
Lincoln is a statue of abolitionist Fred-
erick Douglass symbolically carrying 
books at a building that safeguards his-
tory. I am pleased to announce that 
permission was granted in May 2015 for 
a suffragist statue to be installed at 
the West 77th Street entrance to Cen-
tral Park. It will be the very first stat-
ue of a woman in this park’s 160-year 
history. 

New York City park commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver awarded this site for 
a statue of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Susan B. Anthony, pioneering leaders 
of the women’s suffrage movement. In-
cluded in the sculpture design are the 
names of many remarkable women in-
strumental in the fight toward winning 
the vote. Its installation in September 
2017 will coincide with New York 
State’s centennial of women’s voting 
rights. The New-York Historical Soci-
ety announced that in the trans-
formation of its fourth floor there 
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